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French agencies downgraded by Fitch 
■ Downgrade: Fitch has downgraded the ratings of several French 

agencies, including CADES and UNEDIC from AAA to AA+. This is in 
line with the French sovereign rating, which was downgraded on 12 July 
2013. The outlook is stable. The ratings of CADES and UNEDIC are now 
aligned with that of Moody’s, which rates CADES and UNEDIC at Aa1 
and that of S&P, which rates UNEDIC at AA+. However, both Moody’s 
and UNEDIC carry a negative outlook (in line with the French sovereign 
rating). 

■ Rationale for CADES: Fitch states that CADES' ratings primarily reflect 
its public agency status (Établissement public à caractère administratif, 
EPA). In Fitch's view, this is due to the ultimate guarantee by the French 
state (Aa1n/AA+n/AA+s) of CADES solvency and liquidity, together with 
strong monitoring and control. Fitch ratings also factor in CADES 
strategic importance for the social security system, its secure revenue 
sources and its sound debt and liquidity management. The stable outlook 
mirrors that of the Republic of France.  

■ Rating triggers for CADES: Fitch states that any negative action on 
France's ratings would be reflected in CADES' ratings. Although unlikely, 
an adverse change in CADES' legal framework could also trigger a 
downgrade. 

■ Rationale for UNEDIC: Fitch uses a top down approach under its public 
sector entity criteria to rate UNEDIC. The ratings reflect UNEDIC’s 
mission as the sole manager of the French unemployment insurance 
system (UIS) by delegation of the state. Despite its status as an 
association and not an organ of government, UNEDIC’s ratings is 
underpinned by the French Labor Code, which regulates its financial 
stability, and support from the government, expressed through its 
process of approval for the unemployment insurance agreement  

■ Rating triggers for UNEDIC: Fitch highlights that a downgrade of the 
rating of the French sovereign or a significant change in the main 
characteristics of the UIS would prompt a downgrade. A downgrade 
could also result from deterioration in UNEDIC’s liquidity back-up 
package. 

■ Our view: The rating action is consistent with the rating approach of 
Fitch, which aligns the creditworthiness of most French agencies, 
including CADES and UNEDIC, with that of the sovereign. The subdued 
reaction of CADES’ & UNEDIC’s bond spreads mirrors that of French 
government bond spreads. In our view, it also reflects the top credit 
quality of these issuers. CADES is the fourth largest issuer among 
European agencies and supras with a funding volume of EUR 20bn in 
2013 (KfW: EUR 65-70bn, EIB EUR 70bn, EFSF EUR 58bn). UNEDIC 
has a total funding program of EUR 5bn this year. Issuance under this 
year’s (as well as 2011 and 2012) program carries a direct guarantee 
from the French government. 

Ratings of CADES 
 L-T S-T Outlook
Moody's Aa1 P-1 Negative
S&P -- -- --
Fitch AA+ F1+ Stable

Source: Rating agencies

Ratings of UNEDIC 
 L-T S-T Outlook
Moody's Aa1 P-1 Negative
S&P AA+ A-1+ Negative
Fitch AA+ F1+ Stable

Source: Rating agencies
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Background on CADES 
Fitch on CADES  Fitch states that CADES faces potential liquidity risk due to the nature of its activities 

(refinancing and amortizing social security debt). However, this is mitigated by the diversity 
and the quality of its short-term funding programs as well as by sufficient back-up lines and 
liquidity facilities. In the event of an acute/extreme liquidity shortfall, CADES would have 
immediate access to state liquidity support mechanisms, thanks to its EPA status. 

As per the 2 August 2005 Organic Law, transfers of any new debt to CADES have to be 
offset by corresponding new resources. This strongly backs its operating revenue streams 
and hence, debt affordability. Financing to CADES was increased in 2011 to 0.48% (from 
0.2% as of ) of the contribution sociale généralisée (CSG) rate; additionally an annual 
transfer from the French Pension Fund of EUR 2.1bn per annum was enacted and CADES 
is allocated part of the social charges on capital and investment so that overall it posted a 
profit of EUR 11.9bn in 2012. Based on CADES' revenue dynamism, Fitch projects that 
CADES will have fully repaid its debt by 2023 (base case). 

Fitch highlights that CADES' solvency is strongly underpinned by its revenue structure, 
whereby a recurrent tax, the contribution au remboursement de la dette sociale (CRDS), at a 
flat rate (0.5%) paid on almost all types of revenue is specifically dedicated to CADES' debt 
amortization. Since 2009, CADES has received a share of the CSG, another activity related 
tax. As with CRDS, CSG's base increased to 98.25% of all activity-related revenue in 2012, 
from 97% in 2011.  

The 2011 Social Security Funding Bill (SSFB) enacted additional debt transfers from social 
security to be made gradually from 2012 to 2018 for a total EUR 62bn and that an additional 
EUR 2.5bn was added in 2012. At year-end 2012, CADES' debt amounted to EUR 149.4bn. 
All CADES' debt is consolidated in France's general government debt and it represented 
8.2% of the latter at year-end 2012. Fitch expects that CADES' debt will have amortized by 
EUR 12.4bn in 2013. 

CADES' liquidity, counterparty, debt risk management processes and contingency policies 
show a high level of security, and CADES is able to tightly monitor its medium and long-term 
debt repayment targets through a varied set of interest, inflation and revenue-growth 
scenarios.  

Fitch’s key assumptions on 
CADES 

 Fitch bases the ratings on CADES on the following assumptions: 

■ CADES is transferred the debt amounts known as of 2013 corresponding to the past 
healthcare and pensions deficits 

■ CRDS revenue grows at an average annual rate of 1.5% 

■ Interest rates are 3.64%  

■ Inflation rate is 2.5%  

Several other French agencies downgraded as well 
Other agencies  Fitch has also downgraded several other French agencies. These include: 

■ Agence Française de Développement (AGFRNC; Aa1n/AA+n/AA+s) 

■ Assistance Publique-Hôpitaux de Paris (APHP --/AA+n/AA+s) 
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■ Caisse des Dépôts et Consignations (CDCEPS; Aa1n/AA+n/AA+s)  

■ Caisse Nationale des Autoroutes (CNA; Aa1n/AA+n/AA+s) 

■ Régie Autonome des Transports Parisiens (RATP; Aa1n/AA+n/AA+s) 

■ Société National de Financement de l'Économie Française (SFEFR; Aa1n/AA+n/AA+s) 

■ La Poste (FRPTT; --/As/AA-s) 

Note that all of the above now carry a AA+ rating from Fitch with a stable outlook, apart from
La Poste, which now has a AA- rating (also with stable outlook). 

FRENCH AGENCIES: CREDIT CURVES… … & ASW BOND SPREADS 
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Disclaimer 
Our recommendations are based on information obtained from, or are based upon public information sources that we consider to be reliable but for the completeness and accuracy of 
which we assume no liability. All estimates and opinions included in the report represent the independent judgment of the analysts as of the date of the issue. We reserve the 
right to modify the views expressed herein at any time without notice. Moreover, we reserve the right not to update this information or to discontinue it altogether without notice. 
This analysis is for information purposes only and (i) does not constitute or form part of any offer for sale or subscription of or solicitation of any offer to buy or subscribe for any 
financial, money market or investment instrument or any security, (ii) is neither intended as such an offer for sale or subscription of or solicitation of an offer to buy or subscribe 
for any financial, money market or investment instrument or any security nor (iii) as an advertisement thereof. The investment possibilities discussed in this report may not be 
suitable for certain investors depending on their specific investment objectives and time horizon or in the context of their overall financial situation. The investments discussed 
may fluctuate in price or value. Investors may get back less than they invested. Changes in rates of exchange may have an adverse effect on the value of investments. 
Furthermore, past performance is not necessarily indicative of future results. In particular, the risks associated with an investment in the financial, money market or investment 
instrument or security under discussion are not explained in their entirety.  
This information is given without any warranty on an "as is" basis and should not be regarded as a substitute for obtaining individual advice. Investors must make their own 
determination of the appropriateness of an investment in any instruments referred to herein based on the merits and risks involved, their own investment strategy and their legal, 
fiscal and financial position. As this document does not qualify as an investment recommendation or as a direct investment recommendation, neither this document nor any part 
of it shall form the basis of, or be relied on in connection with or act as an inducement to enter into, any contract or commitment whatsoever. Investors are urged to contact their 
bank's investment advisor for individual explanations and advice. 
Neither UniCredit Bank nor any of their respective directors, officers or employees nor any other person accepts any liability whatsoever (in negligence or otherwise) for any loss 
howsoever arising from any use of this document or its contents or otherwise arising in connection therewith. 
This analysis is being distributed by electronic and ordinary mail to professional investors, who are expected to make their own investment decisions without undue reliance on 
this publication, and may not be redistributed, reproduced or published in whole or in part for any purpose. 
Responsibility for the content of this publication lies with:  
UniCredit Bank AG (UniCredit Bank), Am Tucherpark 16, 80538 Munich, Germany, (also responsible for the distribution pursuant to §34b WpHG). The company belongs to 
UniCredit Group. Regulatory authority: “BaFin“ – Bundesanstalt für Finanzdienstleistungsaufsicht, Lurgiallee 12, 60439 Frankfurt, Germany. 
 

POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTERESTS 
Company Key 
UNEDIC 2, 3 

 
Key 1a: UniCredit Bank AG and/or a company affiliated with it (pursuant to relevant domestic law) owns at least 2% of the capital stock of the company. 
Key 1b: The analyzed company owns at least 2% of the capital stock of UniCredit Bank AG and/or a company affiliated with it (pursuant to relevant domestic law). 
Key 2: UniCredit Bank AG and/or a company affiliated with it (pursuant to relevant domestic law) belonged to a syndicate that has acquired securities or any related derivatives of the 
analyzed company within the twelve months preceding publication, in connection with any publicly disclosed offer of securities of the analyzed company, or in any related derivatives. 
Key 3: UniCredit Bank AG and/or a company affiliated (pursuant to relevant domestic law) administers the securities issued by the analyzed company on the stock exchange or on the 
market by quoting bid and ask prices (i.e. acts as a market maker or liquidity provider in the securities of the analyzed company or in any related derivatives). 
Key 4: The analyzed company and UniCredit Bank AG and/or a company affiliated (pursuant to relevant domestic law) concluded an agreement on services in connection with 
investment banking transactions in the last 12 months, in return for which the Bank received a consideration or promise of consideration. 
Key 5: The analyzed company and UniCredit Bank AG and/or a company affiliated (pursuant to relevant domestic law) have concluded an agreement on the preparation of analyses.  
Key 6a: Employees of UniCredit Bank AG Milan Branch and/or members of the Board of Directors of UniCredit (pursuant to relevant domestic law) are members of the Board of 
Directors of the Issuer. Members of the Board of Directors of the Issuer hold office in the Board of Directors of UniCredit (pursuant to relevant domestic law). 
Key 6b: The analyst is on the supervisory/management board of the company they cover. 
Key 7: UniCredit Bank AG Milan Branch and/or other Italian banks belonging to the UniCredit Group (pursuant to relevant domestic law) extended significant amounts of credit 
facilities to the Issuer. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS, RATINGS AND EVALUATION METHODOLOGY  
Company Date Rating Currency Target price 
n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. 

 
Overview of our ratings 
You will find the history of rating regarding recommendation changes as well as an overview of the breakdown in absolute and relative terms of our investment ratings on our website 
http://www.disclaimer.unicreditmib.eu/credit-research-rd/Recommendations_CR_e.pdf. 
 

Note on the evaluation basis for interest-bearing securities: 
Recommendations relative to an index: 
For high grade names the recommendations are relative to the "iBoxx EUR Benchmark" index family, for sub investment grade names the recommendations are relative to the 
"iBoxx EUR High Yield" index family. 
Marketweight: We recommend having the same portfolio exposure in the name as the respective iBoxx index. We expect that the average total return of the instruments of the 
issuer is equal to the total return of the index. 
Overweight: We recommend having a higher portfolio exposure in the name as the respective iBoxx index. We expect that the average total return of the instruments of the 
issuer is greater than the total return of the index.  
Underweight: We recommend having a lower portfolio exposure in the name as the respective iBoxx index. We expect that the average total return of the instruments of the 
issuer is less than the total return of the index. 
Outright recommendations: 
Hold: We recommend holding the respective instrument for investors who already have exposure. We expect that the total return of the instruments of the issuer is equal to the yield. 
Buy: We recommend buying the respective instrument for investors who already have exposure. We expect that the total return of the instruments of the issuer is greater than 
the yield. 
Sell: We recommend selling the respective instrument for investors who already have exposure. We expect that the total return of the instruments of the issuer is less than the yield. 
We employ three further categorizations for interest-bearing securities in our coverage: 
Restricted: A recommendation and/or financial forecast is not disclosed owing to compliance or other regulatory considerations such as a blackout period or a conflict of interest.  
Coverage in transition: Due to changes in the research team, the disclosure of a recommendation and/or financial information are temporarily suspended. The interest-bearing 
security remains in the research universe and disclosures of relevant information will be resumed in due course.  
Not rated: Suspension of coverage. 
Trading recommendations for fixed-interest securities mostly focus on the credit spread (yield difference between the fixed-interest security and the relevant government bond or 
swap rate) and on the rating views and methodologies of recognized agencies (S&P, Moody’s, Fitch). Depending on the type of investor, investment ratings may refer to a short 
period or to a 6 to 9-month horizon. Please note that the provision of securities services may be subject to restrictions in certain jurisdictions. You are required to acquaint 
yourself with local laws and restrictions on the usage and the availability of any services described herein. The information is not intended for distribution to or use by any person 
or entity in any jurisdiction where such distribution would be contrary to the applicable law or provisions. 
Coverage Policy 
A list of the companies covered by UniCredit Bank is available upon request. 
Frequency of reports and updates 
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It is intended that each of these companies be covered at least once a year, in the event of key operations and/or changes in the recommendation.  
SIGNIFICANT FINANCIAL INTEREST:  
UniCredit Bank and/or a company affiliated (pursuant to relevant national law) with them regularly trade shares of the analyzed company. UniCredit Bank and/or a company 
affiliated may hold significant open derivative positions on the stocks of the company which are not delta-neutral.  
Analyses may refer to one or several companies and to the securities issued by them. In some cases, the analyzed issuers have actively supplied information for this analysis. 
ANALYST DECLARATION 
The author’s remuneration has not been, and will not be, geared to the recommendations or views expressed in this study, neither directly nor indirectly. 
ORGANIZATIONAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS TO AVOID AND PREVENT CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
To prevent or remedy conflicts of interest, UniCredit Bank has established the organizational arrangements required from a legal and supervisory aspect, adherence to which is 
monitored by its compliance department. Conflicts of interest arising are managed by legal and physical and non-physical barriers (collectively referred to as “Chinese Walls”) designed 
to restrict the flow of information between one area/department of UniCredit Bank and another. In particular, Investment Banking units, including corporate finance, capital market 
activities, financial advisory and other capital raising activities, are segregated by physical and non-physical boundaries from Markets Units, as well as the research department. 
Disclosure of publicly available conflicts of interest and other material interests is made in the research. Analysts are supervised and managed on a day-to-day basis by line managers 
who do not have responsibility for Investment Banking activities, including corporate finance activities, or other activities other than the sale of securities to clients. 
ADDITIONAL REQUIRED DISCLOSURES UNDER THE LAWS AND REGULATIONS OF JURISDICTIONS INDICATED 
Notice to Australian investors 
This publication is intended for wholesale clients in Australia subject to the following:   
UniCredit Bank AG and its branches do not hold an Australian Financial Services licence but are exempt from the requirement to hold a licence under the Act in respect of the 
financial services to wholesale clients. UniCredit Bank AG and its branches are regulated by BaFin under German laws, which differ from Australian laws. This document is only 
for distribution to wholesale clients as defined in Section 761G of the Corporations Act. UniCredit Bank AG and its branches are not Authorised Deposit Taking Institutions under 
the Banking Act 1959 and are not authorised to conduct a banking business in Australia. 
Notice to Austrian investors 
This document does not constitute or form part of any offer for sale or subscription of or solicitation of any offer to buy or subscribe for any securities and neither this document 
nor any part of it shall form the basis of, or be relied on in connection with or act as an inducement to enter into, any contract or commitment whatsoever. 
This document is confidential and is being supplied to you solely for your information and may not be reproduced, redistributed or passed on to any other person or published, in 
whole or part, for any purpose. 
Notice to Czech investors 
This report is intended for clients of UniCredit in the Czech Republic and may not be used or relied upon by any other person for any purpose. 
Notice to Italian investors 
This document is not for distribution to retail clients as defined in article 26, paragraph 1(e) of Regulation n. 16190 approved by CONSOB on 29 October 2007. In the case of a 
short note, we invite the investors to read the related company report that can be found on UniCredit Research website www.research.unicreditgroup.eu. 
Notice to Japanese investors 
This document does not constitute or form part of any offer for sale or subscription for or solicitation of any offer to buy or subscribe for any securities and neither this document 
nor any part of it shall form the basis of, or be relied on in connection with or act as an inducement to enter into, any contract or commitment whatsoever. 
Notice to Polish investors 
This document is intended solely for professional clients as defined in Art. 3 39b of the Trading in Financial Instruments Act of 29 July 2005. The publisher and distributor of the 
recommendation certifies that it has acted with due care and diligence in preparing the recommendation, however, assumes no liability for its completeness and accuracy. 
Notice to Russian investors 
As far as we are aware, not all of the financial instruments referred to in this analysis have been registered under the federal law of the Russian Federation "On the Securities 
Market" dated 22 April 1996, as amended (the "Law"), and are not being offered, sold, delivered or advertised in the Russian Federation. This analysis is intended for qualified 
investors, as defined by the Law, and shall not be distributed or disseminated to a general public and to any person, who is not a qualified investor. 
Notice to Turkish investors 
Investment information, comments and recommendations stated herein are not within the scope of investment advisory activities. Investment advisory services are provided in 
accordance with a contract of engagement on investment advisory services concluded with brokerage houses, portfolio management companies, non-deposit banks and the 
clients. Comments and recommendations stated herein rely on the individual opinions of the ones providing these comments and recommendations. These opinions may not suit 
your financial status, risk and return preferences. For this reason, to make an investment decision by relying solely on the information stated here may not result in consequences 
that meet your expectations. 
Notice to UK investors 
This communication is directed only at clients of UniCredit Bank who (i) have professional experience in matters relating to investments or (ii) are persons falling within Article 
49(2)(a) to (d) (“high net worth companies, unincorporated associations, etc.”) of the United Kingdom Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 (Financial Promotion) Order 2005 
or (iii) to whom it may otherwise lawfully be communicated (all such persons together being referred to as “relevant persons”). This communication must not be acted on or relied 
on by persons who are not relevant persons. Any investment or investment activity to which this communication relates is available only to relevant persons and will be engaged 
in only with relevant persons. 
Notice to U.S. investors 
This report is being furnished to U.S. recipients in reliance on Rule 15a-6 ("Rule 15a-6") under the U.S. Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended. Each U.S. recipient of this 
report represents and agrees, by virtue of its acceptance thereof, that it is such a "major U.S. institutional investor" (as such term is defined in Rule 15a-6) and that it understands 
the risks involved in executing transactions in such securities. Any U.S. recipient of this report that wishes to discuss or receive additional information regarding any security or 
issuer mentioned herein, or engage in any transaction to purchase or sell or solicit or offer the purchase or sale of such securities, should contact a registered representative of 
UniCredit Capital Markets, LLC. 
Any transaction by U.S. persons (other than a registered U.S. broker-dealer or bank acting in a broker-dealer capacity) must be effected with or through UniCredit Capital Markets. 
The securities referred to in this report may not be registered under the U.S. Securities Act of 1933, as amended, and the issuer of such securities may not be subject to U.S. 
reporting and/or other requirements. Available information regarding the issuers of such securities may be limited, and such issuers may not be subject to the same auditing and 
reporting standards as U.S. issuers. 
The information contained in this report is intended solely for certain "major U.S. institutional investors" and may not be used or relied upon by any other person for any purpose. 
Such information is provided for informational purposes only and does not constitute a solicitation to buy or an offer to sell any securities under the Securities Act of 1933, as 
amended, or under any other U.S. federal or state securities laws, rules or regulations. The investment opportunities discussed in this report may be unsuitable for certain 
investors depending on their specific investment objectives, risk tolerance and financial position. In jurisdictions where UniCredit Capital Markets is not registered or licensed to 
trade in securities, commodities or other financial products, transactions may be executed only in accordance with applicable law and legislation, which may vary from jurisdiction 
to jurisdiction and which may require that a transaction be made in accordance with applicable exemptions from registration or licensing requirements. 
The information in this publication is based on carefully selected sources believed to be reliable, but UniCredit Capital Markets does not make any representation with respect to 
its completeness or accuracy. All opinions expressed herein reflect the author’s judgment at the original time of publication, without regard to the date on which you may receive 
such information, and are subject to change without notice. 
UniCredit Capital Markets may have issued other reports that are inconsistent with, and reach different conclusions from, the information presented in this report. These 
publications reflect the different assumptions, views and analytical methods of the analysts who prepared them. Past performance should not be taken as an indication or 
guarantee of future performance, and no representation or warranty, express or implied, is provided in relation to future performance.  
UniCredit Capital Markets and any company affiliated with it may, with respect to any securities discussed herein: (a) take a long or short position and buy or sell such securities; 
(b) act as investment and/or commercial bankers for issuers of such securities; (c) act as market makers for such securities; (d) serve on the board of any issuer of such 
securities; and (e) act as paid consultant or advisor to any issuer. 
The information contained herein may include forward-looking statements within the meaning of U.S. federal securities laws that are subject to risks and uncertainties. Factors that 
could cause a company’s actual results and financial condition to differ from expectations include, without limitation: political uncertainty, changes in general economic conditions that 
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adversely affect the level of demand for the company’s products or services, changes in foreign exchange markets, changes in international and domestic financial markets and in the 
competitive environment, and other factors relating to the foregoing. All forward-looking statements contained in this report are qualified in their entirety by this cautionary statement 
This document may not be distributed in Canada. 
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